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ABSTRACT

Rudolf Steiner’s Twelve Senses and Education

Choi, Sookyeon(Koshin Univ.)

This study intends to understand Steiner’s twelve senses in depth to seek their meaning
in education and concrete ways to apply them. Steiner described human senses by
expanding them into 12 categories, and they are the willing (body) senses including the
sense of touch, sense of life, sense of movement, and sense of balance, the feeling (soul)
senses including the sense of smell, sense of taste, sense of sight, and sense of warmth,
and the thinking (spirit) senses including the sense of hearing, sense of speech, thought
sense, and ego-sense. These senses are understood through the close relationship with the
three elements of human existence, willing, feeling, and thinking as well as body, soul, and
spirit, and this study investigated the correlation between them. The characteristics of these
senses were examined by defining willing (body) senses or the senses that belong to the
inner side of an individual as the 'inner domain’, feeling (soul) senses as the 'relational
domain” where an individual has an established inner side and interacts with the world
(subject), and thinking (spirit) senses as the ‘outer domain’ where the senses completely
transcend the inner side and reach the world (subject) itself. These senses not only exist
within the close relationship between the spiritual domain in high dimension and the spiritual
existence in high degree but also maintains the close relationship between themselves, and
such relationships were examined and schematized. These twelve senses of Steiner are
considered to have broaden the understanding of human senses by comprehending and
analyzing them in the overall and holistic view of the human being and also provided the
reason and basis for the protection of our senses. Also, the twelve senses of Steiner
provides great insight for educational practice, and in particular, the cases found through the

practice of Waldorf education and practical aspects that can be applied in everyday scenes

Key words : Rudolf Steiner, twelve senses, Waldorf Education
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