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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Music Education of

the Free Waldorf School in Germany

Lim Seoung Hwa
Music Education Major
The Graduate School of Education

Ewha Womans University

This study is designed to examine the music education of Waldorf
School in Germany based on the education thoughts of Rudolf
Steiner(1861-1925) who contributed to changing the paradigm of uniform
education with a new approach to human beings and the world through
anthroposophy.

In this research, anthroposophy, the thought of Rudolf Steiner, the
founder of Waldorf School in Germany, the education, and the overall
characteristics of Waldorf School were studied. Music education thought
related to music in Steiner’s education thought are summarized. Connected
with this, the characteristics of music education operating in the Waldorf
School and music activities from 1st grade to 12th grade are studied. The
purpose of this research 1s to give suggestions for pursuing the

development of Korean music education.
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The methods of research were 1) to study the thought and
educational philosophy of Rudolf Steiner based on referred literature and 2)
to theoretically investigate activities of music education in Waldorf School
focused on the characteristics of its curriculum.

Through this research, the characteristics of this music education
system are summarized as follows:

The Basis of the thought of Steiner’s educational theory, music
education in Waldorf School, evaluating efforts of its practice as a recent
alternative proposed school model, has been thoroughly operating to enable
student’s wills, feelings and emotions and thoughts to develop properly
according to their stages of development on the assumption that music is a
necessity of human souls. Related to this, music activities that recognize the
relations between human beings and nature, take a serious view of
children’s sensibility development and are consistent with anthropology’s
perspective are performed throughout the overall curriculum. Not only
valuing the human education perspective but also operating curriculum
effectively and systematically, it pursues the double effect of music

education.

The education thought of Steiner is based on correct understanding
of human beings. He thought the essence of a human being consists of
body, soul and spirit, and that music was the foundation of all education
because he especially considered music as essential to human souls. The

musical perspectives of anthroposophy Steiner suggested are as follows;
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First, all the songs should use the pentatonic scale until the children
become nine years old. Steiner, who had special interest in the vocalism of
children, got away from the tonal duality of major and minor, to use free

tonality.

Second, music is learning the medium of the well-spring of rhythm
and meter. Formed meter through regular rhythm and pulses coming from
the breathing of human beings an naturally can be learned through music.
This is made possible because music is an art having direct relation to the

physical activities of human beings.

Third, music has been growing together in deep relationship with
human history. Teachers guide their classes to progress through the process
of the historical development of music. They teach the students know what
stream human beings must follow in order to change and try to understand

each individual’s growth according to this model.

The educational meaning of this study is 1) the thought of Steiner’s
anthroposophy and the music education of Waldorf School based on it give
us encouragement to restore the original direction of our music education
from middle or high school entrance examination - centered educational
situation at this point of time which is needed to fundamentally change the
direction before putting into effect the 7th curriculum, and 2) also to give
us fresh possibilities to our music education through new and varied music

activities.
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