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ABSTRACT

Geography in Waldorf Schools

Lee Hyun-Mi

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Korea National University of Education

Chung-Buk, KOREA

Supervised by Professor, Kwon Jung-Hwa, Ph. D.

Recently, the directions of change of diversification and individualization of
curriculums can be researched in the two directions of (a) fulfilling the alternative
education different from the public education and (b) the public education’s
attempt to make reformation through reorganization of curriculums.

This thesis is to attempt making a connection as complementary education
activities, not proceeding on with separating of two seekings each other in order
for development of curriculums. So, after analyzing the geography curriculums of
Waldorf schools which are one of alternative schools, (such analysis has not been
attempted yet) this researcher will illuminate implications for the public education
through making a comparison and analysis of the result after such analyzing with

the geography curriculums of the public education. The Waldorf schools, a
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representative school of alternative schools, have the educational form which is
spreading and developing all over the world according to the educational idea,
humanism’ . The Waldorf schools, founded by Rudolf Steiner, pursue ‘the
education art’ and unfold ‘the distinctive education activities’ , according to
anthroposophic pedagogy of which foundation of thought is anthroposophy
argued by him. Especially, Rudolf Steiner, who did emphasis on the
geography subject, argued that integrated education activities which center the
geography subject since all subjects come together and spread out on the
center of the geography subject. He recognized geography as a essential
learning which does research on the earth as human beings” home with
escaping the instrumental characteristics of being political purpose and getting
geographical information. On such background, it could be said that the work
of analyzing the geography curriculums has a important significance.

To sum up the research procedures, this researcher looked into (a)
anthroposophy and educational perspective, which are philosophical
background of Waldorf school, and (b) Steiner's organic geography
perspective. Next, on the grounds of such theories, selecting 3 number of
Waldorf schools located in domestic & foreign countries, where actually
education activities are performed, this researcher did analysis of each of
countries’ geography curriculums. The geography classes being performed in
Waldorf shools are fulfilled in the pattern of Epoch(period intensive class).
The approaching methods such as (a) the method on arranging the subjects
at each period, (b) the method on expanding the horizons of low graders,
and (c) the method on systematic geography are composed in accordance
with human developmental steps of anthroposophy. However, the specific

curriculums are composed with autonomy by teachers who internalize the
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anthroposophy without pre-made textbooks, in other words, which means, not
unified curriculums exist, but each of all Waldorf schools develops the
distinctive curriculums at the teaching level according to each of situations.
Such meaning gives deep implications relating with variety and individuality
pursued in the 7th curriculum of korea. Such schools, in teaching methods,
introduce the distinctive and various teaching methods founded on education
art, and develop (a) the poems which represent regions, (b) unfolding the
class with citing poems & songs, and (c) education activities which set a high
value on experience. Next, this researcher showed implications and applicable
possibility to the public education through the comparing process with the
geography curriculums of public education, on the grounds of analysis of
geography curriculums in Waldorf schools. It is expected that by priority, the
applicable possibility is high in schools having autonomy of curriculums such
as innovative schools which the public education has promoted recently, and
actually partial elements of Waldorf schools, which innovative schools attempt
to, are showed. Also, this researcher showd the geography curriculums at the
teaching level which utilize the education methods could be applied in
general schools. However, including (a) limitations which have difficulties in
applying to korea’s educational actuality and (b) critical consideration on
education methods of Waldorf schools, researcher described forward
prospects.

The education activities of Waldorf schools show the directions of
education in the future, and it must be acknowledged as a school model.
With unfolding the education activities in korean style Waldorf by
strengthening the applicable merits in our reality, the varieties of curriculums

are to be promoted.
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This thesis has an significance to be a indicator in the innovation of the
public education by showing the geography education of Waldorf schools

which practice the Rudolf Steiner’s thought of education.

A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Korea National
University of Education in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

degree of Master of Education(Geography Education) in February, 2011.
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