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<Abstract>

A Study on Teaching Art based on Rudolf Steiner’s Theory of
Anthrposophical Education and Art

Chung-Ang University, Graduate School Of Education
Major In Art Education
Song-Hee Yoon

With rapid industrialization and modernization worldwide, quite a few
problems result from the standardized education which is similar to a
factory where they produce goods. Domestically, school education is faced
with a comprehensive crisis. That implicates criticism at chronic aspects
of education inclining to traditional cramming system, test—driven
curriculum and utilitarianism. Art education i1s no exception as it cannot
but co-exist with the system. Nevertheless, efforts to seek for new
educational alternatives continue at diverse levels. One of such efforts is
the Waldorf School’s education based on Steiner’s philosophy. In
particular, Waldorf education has come into the spotlight throughout the
world in the sense that it can present an alternative education for the
whole man in the public education system.

Rudolf Steiner’s ’art education as human’ is important as it presents an
integrated methodology embracing body, soul and spirit to maximally
improve human potential and to express inner world visually.

Steiner states that every education is based on 'art’ and that 'art
is the very education.” His educational philosophy has opened a new
horizon for education suitable for students’ development on the basis
of anthroposophy that attempts to shift the subject of education to
"human,” emphasizing every curriculum should be created as an art.

Further, the original educational ideology specific to the Waldorf
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School lies in its explicit perspective on teachers that every teacher
should become an artist. Steiner’s alternative education becomes a
good guide for 'recovery of emotion through art’ in the
depersonalized modern society. In addition, in art education aiming to
foster aesthetic human beings through balanced development and
growth in reason and emotion, ’'eurythmie’, ‘formen’ and 'wet-in—-wet
watercolor’ programs are appropriate alternatives.

In Waldorf School, they do not teach art as a fixed subject but provide
education, where art is alive in every integrated subject. This is a good
example of realizing the meaning of 'extra-disciplinary integrated
education’ that the domestic ‘2009 Revised Curriculum’ pursues. It is the
integrated education that guides students to reconstruct and internalize
knowledge meaningful to themselves rather than drive them to accumulate
knowledge as part of simple conceptualization of language. Such integrated
education can be a foundation for the education for the whole man. Within
the integrated education system, art teachers should seek the value of true
art education, better educational alternatives for realizing true education
for the whole man and directions the art subject at the core of such
integrated approach should take. For that reason, the present study
reorganized a lesson plan applying the educational method of Waldorf
School to art class in domestic national and public middle schools and
examined new changes and alternatives in art classes.

Multiple causes have led to the current state of education biased toward
intellectual aspect. Likewise, there are more than one reason for problems
found in art education. General and overlapping factors such as
educational policy, curriculum, physical environment and public awareness
including teachers and parents result in problems. The most fundamental
problem may be the perception of value of art underlying the public
consciousness. Hence, it is desperately necessary to change the subjective
perception present behind the system. In that sense, the learning method
adopted by the Waldorf School based on Steiner’s philosophy is expected

to bring positive effects to a shift in domestic art education.
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