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A Signifier of “Name-of-the-Father” for Adolescents’
Subjectivation

-The Case of Hans in Hesse’s TBeneath the Wheel;-

Cho, Hee Ju*

The purpose of this paper is to examine and reflect on rearing attitudes of
fosterers, as a way to guide adolescents to the path of subjectivation successfully.
Adolescents’ problems are considered to have originated from a failure to separate
themselves from “(m)Other’s desire.” For visualization of such problems, Hans is
analyzed as an example, a character from Hermann Hesse's autobiographic novel T
Beneath the Wheels depicting his own troubling period.

The followings are the summary of the study: First, ‘three constituents of
subjectivation in Lacan’s psychoanalysis are identified. The process of Hans's
subjectivation, along with the cause of his failure, is also diagnosed by Lacan’s
psychiatry. Second, ‘Name-of-the-Father”, which Hans needed to overcome his
crisis and to live independently, is explained by Lacan’s theory. Last, this study
identifies what adolescents’ independent lives will be like, examines fosterers’
attitudes and values on child-rearing, and suggests practical ways to guide
adolescents to “Name-of-the-Father.”

Based on the study, we reached a conclusion as follows. First, to get the
adolescent to establish their own subjecthood, the “Name-of-the—Father” acceptable
oppressive and instructive needs to be entered. Second, the adolescent must be

perceived as an independent identity not as the subject for nurturing.

* Kyungpook National University(Email: whgmlwn33@hanmail.net)
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By following the process above, adolescents are expected to live independent lives

by their own will, instead of being dragged by “others’ desire.”

Key Words: Hermann Hesse, Adolescent, Subjectivation, Name-of-the-Father,

Literature Therapy



